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ited beautifully above a beach and

below a mountain and next to a

mature pohutukawa, this bach with

its sibling pavilions - one for living,
the other for sleeping - is approached on
foot along an existing sheep track. The
arrival strategy puts cars in their place
and signals the architects’ belief that, at
a holiday house, convenience is secondary
to the enjoyment of physical experience.
The bach does require some exercise of its
inhabitants - screens and shutters may
be manipulated to provide shelter, shade,
warmth and light - but rewards them with
a range of animated spaces to suit most
moods and climatic circumstances. In this
project, the bach type has been pulled apart
and expertly reconstructed as a summer
encampment: that most historically
resonant form on New Zealand’s north-
eastern coast.
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